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FMCSA’s Mission

The primary mission of the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration (FMCSA) is to reduce 
crashes, injuries and fatalities involving large 
trucks and buses.

The FMCSA was established as a separate 
administration within the U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT) on January 1, 2000, pursuant 
to the Motor Carrier Safety Improvement Act of 
1999. FMCSA is headquartered in Washington, DC 
and employs personnel across all 50 States and the 
District of Columbia dedicated to improving the 
safety of commercial motor vehicles (CMV) and 
saving lives.



FMCSA’s Strategy

Our Strategy

In carrying out its safety mandate to reduce crashes, injuries, 
and fatalities involving large trucks and buses, FMCSA:

• Develops and enforces data-driven regulations that 
balance motor carrier (truck and bus companies) safety 
with efficiency;

• Harnesses safety information systems to focus on higher 
risk carriers in enforcing the safety regulations;

• Targets educational messages to carriers, commercial 
drivers, and the public; and

• Partners with stakeholders including Federal, State, and 
local enforcement agencies, the motor carrier industry, 
safety groups, and organized labor on efforts to reduce 
bus and truck-related crashes.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.picpedia.org/highway-signs/s/strategy.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


NHTSA Roadway Safety Data

NHTSA Roadway Safety Data

https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/813791

https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/813791


Traffic Fatalities and Fatality Rate per 100 Million VMT 1975-2024

Traffic Fatalities and Fatality Rate per 100 Million VMT 
1975-2024

https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/813791

https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/813791


FMCSA Safety Oversight of CDL Holders

FMCSA Safety Oversight of CDL 
Holders



FMCSA Actions

FMCSA Actions

• CDL Holders’ Traffic Violations - Implemented the July 2021 final rule 
requiring State Driver Licensing Agencies to develop systems for the 
electronic exchange of driver history record information. Work with 
State Driver Licensing Agencies to improve accuracy of CDL driver 
records and to evaluate additional opportunities to use these more 
accurate records to take unsafe drivers off the road more expeditiously. 
(August 22, 2024, compliance date)

• CDL Holders’ Drug and Alcohol Violations - Implemented the 
October 2021 final rule requiring State Driver Licensing Agencies to 
access and use information obtained through the Drug and Alcohol 
Clearinghouse and take licensing actions against commercial drivers 
who have drugs or alcohol violations in the system and are not cleared 
to return to duty. (November 18, 2024, compliance date)



January 6, 2020 – January 2, 2026, Clearinghouse Results

January 6, 2020 – January 2, 2026, Clearinghouse Results

• All Drivers (with at least 1 violation) 328,431
• Marijuana ………………... 206,394 violations
• Cocaine …………………….. 57,075 violations
• Methamphetamine……. 29,017 violations
• Amphetamine………….... 26,670 violations

• CDL/CLP holders in “Prohibited Status” 202,304

• RTD Process Not Started 159,226

https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/content/resources/Clearinghouse_MonthlyReport_September2025.pdf

https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/content/resources/Clearinghouse_MonthlyReport_September2025.pdf


Drug Violations Reported to the Clearinghouse

Drug Violations Reported to the Clearinghouse



National Registry of Certified Medical Examiners II

National Registry of Certified 
Medical Examiners II



Medical Certification – National Registry II

Medical Certification – National Registry II

June 23, 2025:

(1) FMCSA started electronically 
transmitting medical certificates 
and medical variances to SDLAs;

(2) SDLAs must post medical 
certificates and variances received 
from FMCSA on drivers’ records; and

(3) Motor carriers no longer need to 
verify that CLP/CDL drivers are 
certified by a certified medical 
examiner (ME) listed on the National 
Registry.

https://nationalregistry.fmcsa.dot.gov/nriilearning-center

https://nationalregistry.fmcsa.dot.gov/nriilearning-center
https://nationalregistry.fmcsa.dot.gov/nriilearning-center
https://nationalregistry.fmcsa.dot.gov/nriilearning-center


NR II Implementation

NR II Implementation

49 States & the District of 
Columbia have implemented 
NRII since March 2025.

Remaining States:
• Alaska



NRII Implementation Progress: Key Metrics

NRII Implementation Progress: Key Metrics

As the number of cumulative transactions processed approaches 7M, 
the error rate has fallen from 3.61% to 0.1%



2024 Medical Examiner’s Handbook:

2024 Medical Examiner’s Handbook:
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/medical/driver-medical-requirements/medical-

examiners-handbook-2024-edition

The Medical Examiner’s Handbook 2024 Edition 
provides information about regulatory 
requirements and guidance to medical 
examiners listed on FMCSA’sNational Registry
of Certified Medical Examiners who perform 
physical qualification examinations of interstate 
commercial motor vehicle drivers.

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

NATIONAL REGISTRY OF 

CERTIFIED MEDICAL EXAMINERS
Medical Examiner’s Handbook 

2024 Edition

The goal of the handbook is to provide 
recommendations and guidance to assist 
medical examiners in applying the physical 
qualification standards, basic information 
related to testing, and matters to consider when 
making a physical qualification determination in 
conjunction with established best medical 
practices.

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/medical/driver-medical-requirements/medical-examiners-handbook-2024-edition
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Recent Enforcement Activities

Recent Enforcement Activities
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Strict Enforcement of the English Language Proficiency Rule

Strict Enforcement of the 
English Language Proficiency Rule

January 22, 1937 – Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) established requirement 
for CMV drivers to have the “ability to read and speak the English language. . . .” (2 FR 
113)

Current rule under 49 CFR § 391.11(b)(2), every interstate driver must be able to 
communicate in English well enough to:

• Read and understand road signs, traffic signals, and official postings written in 
English;

• Communicate effectively with enforcement officials;

• Respond appropriately to official inquiries;

• Complete necessary documentation, including inspection reports, driver logs, and 
all other required forms.

As of June 25, 2026: If a driver fails to demonstrate proficiency in any of these 
areas during a roadside inspection, they can be placed Out of Service immediately.



English Language Proficiency (Continued)

English Language Proficiency (Continued)

May 2025: FMCSA posted regulatory guidance on what motor carriers could do if 
there were questions about a driver’s language proficiency – a manager could 
conduct a driver interview in English and include inquiries that would show 
whether the driver could answer questions related to:

1. The origin and destination of a recent or planned trip.

2. The amount of time spent on duty, including driving time and the record of 
duty status (or logbook).

3. The information contained in the driver's license.

4. Information contained in shipping papers (actual or sample shipping 
papers, including hazardous materials shipping papers, if applicable) for the 
load transported/to be transported.

5. Vehicle equipment subject to inspection.



Entry-Level Driver Training (ELDT)

Entry-Level Driver Training (ELDT)



Regulatory Actions for 2026

Regulatory Actions for 2026
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Restoring Integrity to the Issuance of Non-Domiciled Commercial Drivers Licenses (CDL)

Restoring Integrity to the Issuance of Non-Domiciled Commercial 
Drivers Licenses (CDL)

February 13, 2026 - FMCSA published a
final rule amending the Federal regulations for 
State Driver’s Licensing Agencies (SDLAs) 
issuing commercial driving credentials to 
foreign-domiciled individuals (91 FR 7044).

Specifically, the final rule limits eligibility for 
non-domiciled Commercial Learner’s Permits 
(CLPs) and CDLs for foreign-domiciled 
individuals to those who hold specific, 
verifiable employment-based nonimmigrant 
status.
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-02-
13/pdf/2026-02965.pdf

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-02-13/pdf/2026-02965.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-02-13/pdf/2026-02965.pdf
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https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-02-13/pdf/2026-02965.pdf
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Top Roadside Violations Cited in Texas

Top Roadside Violations Cited 
in Texas
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TOP 10 Roadside Vehicle Violations in Texas



Top 10 Roadside Driver Violations in Texas



Top Investigation Violations Cited in Texas

Top Investigation Violations 
Cited in Texas
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Top 10 Investigation Violations in Texas



Motor Carrier Best Practices 

Motor Carrier Best Practices 
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Using the FMCSA Motor Carrier Safety Planner



Motor Carrier Best Practices

• General: Compare the company files to the data on the SMS website to 
ensure drivers listed for violations are company drivers and not someone 
using their authority for stolen identity.  

• General: Learn how to use the FMCSA portal to upload documents when an 
investigation is conducted on the carrier.  

• Hours of Service: Keep all records pertaining to each load together: Rate Cons, 
BOLs with signatures and dates, and invoices sent to/from the factoring 
company for carrier payment. (49 CFR Part 395.11 Supporting Documents). All 
supporting documents must allow the carrier to link the document to a driver, 
date, location, and time.  

• Hours of Service: Learn how to access the ELD backoffice platform for the ELD 
provider. 

• Hours of Service: If using leased operators with different ELD providers, get 
set up as the ADMINISTRATOR for the ELD utilized by the leased carrier (or 
used by the owner/operator leased onto the carrier).  



Motor Carrier Best Practices

• Maintenance: Ensure the VIN, Unit, Part, and the actual repair are included on 
the invoices.

• Maintenance: Date the repairs and keep all roadside repairs receipts, 
especially if the violation is out-of- service. 

• Maintenance: Separate preventive maintenance and general maintenance 
from vehicle work history. When reviewing maintenance files, preventive 
maintenance is intertwined with work history. Separating the two makes it so 
much cleaner and organized.

• Maintenance: Ensuring DVIRs have the driver who noted the defect, the 
mechanic who signed off on it and the next driver who signs off on the repair 
made.

• Crash.  Companies are installing video cameras in the truck to assist in crash 
investigations.



Motor Carrier Best Practices

• General: Carriers are conducting internal audits using the MC Safety Planner to 
identify and address non-compliance.  (Compliance Questionnaire)

• General: Carriers are verifying SMS data, addressing non-compliance with 
drivers and staff, and adjusting business practices to improve 
compliance.  Development of policies.

• Hours of Service: Carriers are transitioning to established ELD providers. 
While these services may be more expensive, they are less likely to be non-
compliant or revoked.

• HM: Cargo tank motor carriers are using the Safer website to verify cargo tank 
registrations.  (https://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov/mcs150t/pkg_ct_public.prc_ct_pub
lic_search).

• Drug and Alcohol: Current reports from the D&A company used for all aspects 
of their D&A(pre-employment, randoms, post crash, reasonable suspicion) and 
the annual MIS report.

https://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov/mcs150t/pkg_ct_public.prc_ct_public_search
https://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov/mcs150t/pkg_ct_public.prc_ct_public_search


Safety Management Cycle



https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/
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Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

Texas Division
300 E. 8th Street 

Suite 130
Austin, TX 78701

Phone: 512-916-5440
Email: MCTXOFF@dot.gov
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